
The history of the term redneck is long and complex. One of the 
earliest recorded uses of the term comes from the 1890ʼs, and 
refers to rednecks as “poorer inhabitants of the rural 
districts…men who work in the field, as a matter of course, 
generally have their skin burned red by the sun, and especially 
is this true of the back of their necks”.

In 1921, the term became synonymous with armed insurrection 
against the state, as members of the United Mine Workers of 
America tied red bandanas around their necks during the Battle 
of Blair Mountain, a two week long armed multi-racial labor 
uprising in the coalfields of West Virginia.

Today, the term redneck has taken on a demeaning connotation, 
primarily among upper class urban liberals who have gone out 
of their way to dehumanize white working class and poor 
people. Terms like “white trash” have come to signify the view 
among these same upper class liberals of poor rural whites.

The history of the white working class is one full of resistance, 
collectively and individually, against the rich elite that hold power 
over all of our lives. From massive armed uprisings like the Battle 
of Blair Mountain in 1921, to the resistance to coal mining in 
predominately white rural Appalachia today, white working 
people have been in conflict with those that uphold predatory 
economic, political, and social systems.

The history of the white working class is also 
one filled with collaboration with those same 
rich elite power holders. White working people 
have played the role of foot soldiers for the 
political and economic elite, participating in 
genocide and the enslavement of other 
peoples, and overall protectors of the ruling 
class. White working class participation in state 
and paramilitary organizations and formations 
like the Ku Klux Klan, the Minutemen, the U.S. 
Armed Forces, and the Council of Conservative 
Citizens has undermined the struggle for 
freedom among all people.
It is with these conflicting histories in mind that 
we hope to incite a movement amongst white 
working people that works toward the total 
liberation of all working people, regardless of 
skin color, religious background, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, nationality, or any 
other division that bosses and politicians have 
used to fragment movements for social, 
political, and economic freedom.
We are currently working in several cities to 
establish a network of chapters of Redneck 
Revolt and our affiliate project, the John Brown 
Gun Club, as well as establishing solidarity and 
working relationships with other liberatory 
community defense organizations.
If you find affinity with our organizing 
principles and want to collaborate, hit us up at 
communication@redneckrevolt.org, and we'll 
talk about next steps for starting a chapter in 
your locale, or coming out for firearms 
trainings and organizing workshops.
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